
Three Perspectives on the Second Intifada 

 

Perspective I:  

“What Caused the Current Wave of Palestinian Terrorism?” 

Source: Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs; http://mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFA-Archive/2003/Pages/Israel-
%20the%20Conflict%20and%20Peace-%20Answers%20to%20Frequen.aspx#terror 

The wave of terrorism that began in September 2000 is the direct result of a strategic Palestinian decision to use 
violence - rather than negotiation - as the primary means to advance their agenda. Despite Palestinian claims to 
the contrary, Israel's so-called "occupation" of the territories is not the true cause of the terrorism, as 
negotiations could have peacefully resolved all aspects of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict well before the violence 
started. 

When the wave of violence and terrorism began in September 2000, the Palestinians originally claimed that it 
was a spontaneous reaction to the visit of then-opposition leader Ariel Sharon to the Temple Mount. However, 
later statements by Palestinian leaders in the Arab-language media contradicted this assertion. Neither did the 
report issued by the Mitchell Committee, composed of American and European leaders, give support to the 
earlier Palestinian claim. Consequently, Palestinian spokespersons changed their tactics and instead began to 
assert that the violence was a response to Israel's "occupation" of the West Bank and Gaza.  

This claim ignores events both before and after 1967 (when Israel came into control of the territories during a 
war of self-defense) that prove that the "occupation" is not the true cause of Palestinian terrorism. Not only did 
Palestinian terrorism precede Israel's presence in the West Bank and Gaza; it has often hit brutally at those 
moments, as in 1994-1996, when the peace process was making the greatest progress. The history of Palestinian 
terrorism makes it abundantly clear that the terrorists are not opposing Israel's presence in the territories they 
are opposed to making any kind of peace with Israel. 

Indeed, the current wave of terrorism began shortly after intense high-level negotiations were conducted to find 
a permanent resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In July 2000, a Middle East peace summit was held at 
Camp David, hosted by U.S. President Bill Clinton and attended by Palestinian Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat 
and Israel's Prime Minister Ehud Barak. During the summit, Israel expressed its willingness to make far-reaching 
and unprecedented compromises in order to arrive at a workable, enduring agreement. However, Yasser Arafat 
chose to break off the negotiations without even offering any proposals of his own. Consequently, the summit 
adjourned with President Clinton placing the blame for its failure squarely at Arafat's feet. 

Nevertheless, Israel continued to pursue a negotiated peace. At the Taba talks in January 2001, the Israeli 
government made known to the Palestinians its willingness to make additional compromises in order to achieve 
peace.  

Inexplicably, the Palestinians again rejected a peaceful solution. Later Palestinian claims belittling the Camp 
David and Taba proposals were refuted by the most senior American officials involved in the negotiations. In an 
April 22, 2002 television interview, former US Special Envoy Dennis Ross characterized the charge that the West 
Bank would be divided into cantons as "completely untrue," noting that the offered territory "was contiguous." 

Israel had already demonstrated its willingness to take substantial risks for peace. In the framework of the peace 
treaty with Egypt, it returned the Sinai Peninsula, an area that had given Israel significant strategic depth. In the 
negotiations that had been conducted since September 1993, Israel had gone far in addressing Palestinian 
aspirations in the West Bank and Gaza. It negotiated the establishment of a Palestinian Authority (PA) in the 
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territories, which gradually expanded its jurisdiction and powers. In fact, after extensive Israeli withdrawals, the 
PA administered a significant portion of territory and 98% of the Palestinian population in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

It is clear that the current wave of Palestinian terrorism, which began in the wake of the Camp David summit 
failure, has nothing to do with a spontaneous Palestinian action to "resist the occupation." The Palestinian 
leadership had taken a strategic decision to abandon the path to peace and to use violence as their primary 
tactic for advancing their agenda. This decision undermined the bedrock foundation of the peace process - the 
understanding that a solution can only be reached through compromise rather than inflexibility, and through 
negotiation rather than violence. The Palestinian claim that Israel's presence in the territories caused the 
terrorism began as a desperate attempt to deflect criticism after Arafat rejected Israel's peace proposals. It 
quickly evolved into an excuse for the inexcusable - the indiscriminate murder of innocent civilians. Terrorist 
attacks can never be justified, and they are particularly tragic when the disputed issues could have been settled 
through negotiations. The Palestinian Authority had been given a real opportunity to end the conflict through 
negotiations. However, Israel's olive branch was met with a hail of gunfire and a barrage of suicide bombers. The 
greatest obstacle to peace is not the lack of a Palestinian state, rather it is the existence of Palestinian terrorism.  

Despite fervent Palestinian claims to the contrary, the PA's deliberate decision to use violence as a political tool 
is the true and only source of the wave of terrorism that began in September 2000. It is that decision that has 
caused the death of over 900 Israelis and severely harmed Israel's dreams of peace with its Palestinian 
neighbors.  

Perspective 2: 

“Rioting as Sharon Visits Islam Holy Site” 

Source:  Suzanne Goldenberg in Jerusalem, The Guardian, Thursday 28 September 2000 20.12 EDT 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2000/sep/29/israel 

Dozens of people were injured in rioting on the West Bank and in Jerusalem yesterday as the hawkish Likud 
party leader, Ariel Sharon, staged a provocative visit to a Muslim shrine at the heart of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.  

Surrounded by hundreds of Israeli riot police, Mr. Sharon and a handful of Likud politicians marched up to the 
Haram al-Sharif, the site of the gold Dome of the Rock that is the third holiest shrine in Islam.  

He came down 45 minutes later, leaving a trail of fury. Young Palestinians heaved chairs, stones, rubbish bins, 
and whatever missiles came to hand at the Israeli forces. Riot police retaliated with tear gas and rubber bullets, 
shooting one protester in the face.  

The symbolism of the visit to the Haram by Mr. Sharon - reviled for his role in the 1982 massacre of Palestinians 
in a refugee camp in Lebanon - and its timing was unmistakable. "This is a dangerous process conducted by 
Sharon against Islamic sacred places," Yasser Arafat told Palestinian television.  

Mr. Sharon's second motive was less obvious: to steal the limelight from the former prime minister, Binyamin 
Netanyahu, who returned from the US yesterday and could become a challenger for the Likud party leadership 
after Israel's attorney general decided not to prosecute him for corruption.  

But that ambition was overshadowed by the potential for serious violence at Haram al-Sharif, the point where 
history, religion and national aspiration converge. Palestinian protesters followed Mr Sharon down the 
mountain, chanting "murderer" and "we will redeem the Haram with blood and fire". They narrowly escaped 
clashing with Orthodox Jews who shouted "go back to Mecca".  
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Although the Haram is part of Arab East Jerusalem, occupied illegally by Israel since 1967, Jews revere the 
esplanade, which they call the Temple Mount, as the site of a temple destroyed in AD70. The 35-acre site is the 
single biggest obstacle to peace and, as Mr. Sharon asserted yesterday, an inalienable part of the Jewish state. 

"The Temple Mount is in our hands and will remain in our hands. It is the holiest site in Judaism and it is the right 
of every Jew to visit the Temple Mount," he said after his descent. Palestinians and Israeli liberals denounced 
the visit as a dangerous provocation. "The timing and the decision to visit the Haram was taken to flare up the 
area and to burn up the place," said a blood-splattered Ahmed Tibi, an Israeli Arab member of the Knesset, who 
suffered a broken wrist in the scuffles at the shrine. "He wants to see more blood and more killing. He wants to 
kill the peace."  

The protests inside the Haram were extinguished, but not before two screaming riot policemen were rushed 
down the mountain on stretchers, and at least five Palestinians were injured. Later in the day, clashes broke out 
on the main commercial street in Arab East Jerusalem, and outside the West Bank town of Ramallah.  

Mr. Sharon was unrepentant, claiming he had been on a mission of reconciliation. "What provocation is there 
when Jews come to visit the place with a message of peace? I am sorry about the injured, but it is the right of 
Jews in Israel to visit the Temple Mount." 

Perspective 3: 

“Remembering the Second intifada”  

Source: Jon Elmer in Al Jazeera 
http://www.aljazeera.com/photo_galleries/middleeast/2010103132115872256.html 

Ten years ago, Ariel Sharon marched on the symbolic heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, flanked by a 1,000-
strong security force, and invoked one of the most famous phrases in Israeli history."The Temple Mount is in our 
hands," he said, reiterating the radio broadcast from June 1967, when Israeli forces overran Jerusalem and 
occupied the last portions of Palestinian territory not conquered in 1948. 

 Though Sharon's message that day was directed to the Israeli public in his run for the leadership of the Likud 
party, it was received with rage by Palestinians, whose anger after the failure of the Oslo peace process and the 
collapse of final status negotiations at Camp David two months earlier was simmering. 

 General Sharon's legacy had long been cemented in the Palestinian narrative: Architect of the invasion of 
Lebanon; responsible for the vicious massacres at Sabra and Shatila; and, in many ways, founder of the 
settlement enterprise that by the autumn of 2000 had devastated Palestinian aspirations for statehood. 

A perfect storm 

What began as a few hundred protesters throwing shoes at Sharon's police escort following prayers at al-Aqsa 
mosque had within hours erupted into demonstrations across the Palestinian territories, with chants of "we 
want an intifada". 

The following day, September 29, Israeli forces opened fire on crowds of unarmed demonstrators in al-Aqsa 
compound, killing seven and wounding more than 100. "People are being massacred! Bring the ambulances," 
echoed from the mosque's loudspeakers.Demonstrations raged throughout the West Bank and Gaza. Israeli 
forces repeatedly met the stone-throwing crowds with live ammunition. In Gaza, a French broadcast crew 
captured footage of a boy called Mohammed al-Durrah being shot repeatedly by Israeli forces as he clung to his 
father. Moments later, a paramedic from the Palestinian Red Crescent Society was killed as he attempted to 
treat the boy and his father. 
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Inside the Green Line, too, riots took hold in Palestinian communities, with 13 Palestinian citizens of Israel killed 
in the first days of protests. As the intensity of the demonstrations increased, so too did international and 
human rights groups' condemnation of Israel's violent attempts to suppress what was quickly becoming an 
uprising. 

Amos Malka, the head of Israeli military intelligence at the time, said that Israeli forces fired more than 
1,300,000 bullets in the territories in the first month alone."This is a strategic figure that says that our soldiers 
are shooting and shooting and shooting," Malka said about what amounted to some 40,000 rounds a day."The 

significance is that we are determining the height of the flames."   

War 

By the end of the year, at least 275 Palestinians had been killed and thousands had been wounded, along with 
19 members of the Israeli security forces and five Israeli civilians, according to the Israeli human rights group 
B'Tselem.Palestinian stone-throwers were met with Israeli snipers; gunmen, with helicopter gunships and tanks. 
What began as a popular protest movement quickly began to look like a war. "When the soldiers began to fire 
on the crowds, people knew that their role was finished and participation quickly declined. It was a war," said 
Kamel Jaber, a member of the political wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) in an 
interview in 2003. 

Whereas the first intifada (1987-1992) was defined by popular protest, general strikes and stones - and to be 
sure, harsh Israeli counter-measures, including the infamous order by Yitzhak Rabin to break the bones of stone-
throwing Palestinians - it was immediately clear that this new uprising was different. Demonstrations were being 
met with overwhelming force by Israel and it made popular protest impossible. In February 2001, the Israeli 
public backed the strategy when General Sharon was elected prime minister. 

Suicide bombing campaign 

While suicide attacks came to define the Palestinian armed struggle, these operations did not begin in earnest 
until more than a year into the uprising, and after the deaths of more than 400 Palestinians. Against a heavily 
armed and armoured Israeli force, the kind of guerrilla warfare that the Palestinians had access to - namely, 
ambushes, shooting attacks and defensive armed struggle - was strictly limited and of marginal impact. 

Robert Pape, a political scientist at the University of Chicago's Project on Security and Terrorism, has 
studied suicide terrorism worldwide since 1980. "Suicide attacks are always one of last resort," said the author 
of Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism." What you see is that it almost always comes later, 
after the ordinary violence - when you have ordinary violence that doesn't rollback the occupation." 

Pape says his thesis, that as occupation increases, so do attacks, is borne out "in no better place than Palestine". 
While Hamas and Islamic Jihad carried out the most suicide attacks, all factions were involved - including secular 
elements of Fatah's al-Aqsa Brigades and the leftist PFLP. "Religion itself has very little to do with it," said Pape, 
whose institute has compiled the first comprehensive database of suicide bombings. "Over 95 per cent of 
suicide attacks around the world since 1980 are in direct response to a foreign occupation." 

"The core issue with what is called Palestinian terrorism is a response to the loss of autonomy in the West bank 

and Gaza," said Pape.  The collapse of the peace process had signaled to Palestinians that the expansive 

occupation would persist.   

An asymmetrical conflict 

Mahmoud Zahar, a co-founder of Hamas and a member of its leadership, points to the asymmetry of the conflict 
and the options for armed struggle under the vast disparity in military capabilities. "How do you expect people 



facing such aggression to stop [using] one of the methods that sends a clear message that if you are going to kill 
my son, your son should expect to be killed," Zahar told me in an interview in 2005. 

"Just give us, as the Israelis have, helicopters, guns, tanks, and so on - and at that time we are going to face army 
for army. "But if you are going tie my hands and throw me into the sea and tell me I am not allowed to use my 
legs - this is nonsense. We are not playing in a movie here. We lost our people, our houses, our future - they 
destroyed everything in our lives. We are fighting to live." 

By the end of 2004, there had been 135 Palestinian suicide bombings which had killed 500 and in many cases 
brought the war right to the centre of Israel's cities. "In terms of producing political or strategic results, what you 
see is that suicide terrorism is significantly effective at the strategic level," Pape explained. 

Yoram Schweitzer, a former Israeli intelligence officer, said the attacks were the most "impressive" aspect on the 
Israeli public consciousness. "There is no question that suicide attacks were efficient in the sense that the Israeli 
casualties were very high," said Schweitzer, the director of the programme on terrorism and low-intensity 
conflict at the Israeli Institute for National Security Studies. 

"Of course, the Palestinians also paid a price for it, in terms of the Israeli firm hand and the [determination] to 

fight filthy against it."   

Defining moment 

Moshe Ya'alon, the Israeli army's chief of staff from 2002 to 2005, described the war as an effort to "sear" into 
Palestinian consciousness that they cannot succeed through armed struggle. "Because if we do not do that, 
Israel will be in serious trouble," he said in his exit interview with Ha'aretz. In April 2002, Israel invaded the West 
Bank en masse in an operation titled "Defensive Shield", and reoccupied Palestinian cities and towns in the 
largest military offensive in Palestinian territory since 1967. 

According to a report by the UN secretary general, 500 Palestinians were killed and more than 6,000 were 
arrested during the campaign. In what is perhaps the defining moment of the intifada, in the Jenin refugee 
camp, Palestinian fighters held off the Israeli offensive of more than 1,000 soldiers during several days of fierce 
fighting. 

Unable to effectively enter the camp with ground troops, Israel responded by bombing the camp with 
helicopters and warplanes, shelling it with tanks, and ultimately bulldozing a massive section of the camp - 
leaving 4,000 homeless according to Human Rights Watch. In 10 days, 52 Palestinians and 23 Israeli soldiers 
were killed in what became known as the Battle of Jenin. 

Israel's 'targeted killings' 

Israel's campaign to suppress the uprising took a heavy toll on ordinary Palestinians. After four years, at least 
2,859 Palestinians had been killed and tens of thousands injured. Israel destroyed more than 3,700 Palestinian 
homes and placed more than 7,300 Palestinians in Israeli prisons according to B'Tselem. 

Significantly, the Palestinian leadership was also decimated by a concerted campaign of assassination. While 
some assassinations were ambushes by undercover Israeli units, helicopters increasingly became a fixture of 
Israeli attacks. Helicopter gunships and anti-tank missiles were used on cars, offices and homes. They hovered 
over Palestinian cities and refugee camps. Avi Dichter, Israel's internal security chief during the intifada, 
characterised the policy by stating simply: "When a Palestinian child draws a picture of the sky, he doesn't draw 
it without a helicopter." 

Between November 2000 and September 2004, Israel carried out at least 273 assassinations, according to data 
compiled by the Institute for Palestine Studies. High profile assassinations included Abu Ali Mustafa, the general 



secretary of the PFLP, in 2001, and the top Hamas leaders and founders, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin and Abdel Aziz 
Rantissi, in 2004.Perhaps most notoriously, in July 2002, Israeli warplanes dropped a 2,000-pound bomb on a 
Gaza apartment building that housed Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades commander Salah Shehade and his family. 
The Hamas founder was killed along with 15 others, including his wife and nine children. 

The Shehade assassination led to notable criticism, even within Israel, where it inspired the so-called "pilots' 
letter" - a declaration by several Israeli air force pilots refusing to carry out bombing raids over occupied 
territory. In response, Dan Halutz, the chief of Israel's air force, urged his pilots to "sleep well" at night, knowing 
that "you are not responsible for the contents of the target. Your execution was perfect. Superb ... You did 
exactly what you were instructed to do," he told Ha'aretz. 

Palestinians retaliated for the assassination of Abu Ali Mustafa, when militants from the PFLP assassinated far-
right Israeli cabinet minister Rehavam Ze'evi in October 2001 in his Jerusalem hotel. The assassins managed to 
evade capture and returned to the West Bank. 

In 2002, as Arafat's Ramallah compound was under siege, the Palestinian president imprisoned Ze'evi's 
assassins, along with PFLP general secretary Ahmed Sa'adat in a deal brokered by the US and UK. Israel has since 
sacked the prison and taken the men into custody in Israel. The assassinations were a crucial element in 
"containing" the uprising, said Schweitzer. "Of course, the contribution of the IDF [Israeli army] in the cities was 

crucial, and the establishment of the fence was a major component, too," he said.   

Abandoning armed struggle? 

By the end of 2003, the intifada began to wane, and Israelis were moving toward a territorial withdrawal for the 
first time in the history of Zionism. Sharon's "unilateral disengagement", saw the removal of settlers from Gaza 
and the "redeployment" of the Israeli army to the borders of Gaza. It opened a new chapter of the conflict, while 
in many ways quietening the intifada. 

From the announcement of the disengagement from Gaza in early 2004, Hamas attacks all but ceased - only one 
of Hamas' 38 suicide attacks occurred in 2004. "The Palestinians suffered major losses in their leadership, their 
senior leadership, because most of them were either killed or in prison," Schweitzer said. "But they also wanted 
to capitalise on the achievement [of the uprising] and they went into the political arena," he said, speaking 
particularly of Hamas. 

So, did Hamas abandon the armed struggle in favour of electoral democracy? According to Aziz Dweik, Hamas' 
senior West Bank leader: "If things went as they were expected to, yes. They were really pretty close to having a 
solution to what they call resistance. But they were not given the chance. I think in the future Israel will be sorry 
for that." 


	“Rioting as Sharon Visits Islam Holy Site”
	Source:  Suzanne Goldenberg in Jerusalem, The Guardian, Thursday 28 September 2000 20.12 EDT http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2000/sep/29/israel

